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IN THE CLAIMS 
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27. (CanfceUed) 

28. (Canielled) 

29. (Canckled) 

30. (Cancelled) 

31. CCancelW) 

32. (Origind)Ameiliod 
humidified gas into a patient 

a) directing a gas 

b) humidifving th(r 

c) sensing thp huqiidity 

d) monitorinahe 


of providing, for any selected period of time, heated and 
a medical procedure comprising the steps of: 
Tom a gas source into a chamber; 
gas within the chamber with a volume of liquid; 
idity of the gas as it exits the cl^amber, and 
iumidity of the gas exiting the chamber. 


33. (Original) The 
determining when the volume 
humidity of the gas in the cl 


34. (Original) The 
determining when the relativ^ 
predetermined relative 


35. (Original) The 
generating an alarm when it is 
replenishing. 
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othod of claim 32, wherein the step of monitoring comprises 
of liquid in the chamber requires replenishing based on the 
ber. 



d of claim 33, wherein the step of monitoring comprises 
huipidity of the gas in the chamber drops below a 
humidity th^,eshold. 


method of claim 33, and funher comprising the step of 

determined that the volume of liquid in the chamber requires 
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36. (OrigiMl) The 
recharging the chairaer with 


m4thod of claim and further comprising the step of 
liquid in response to the alarm. 


37. (Orieinal)\nie 
determined that the chainber 
gas in the chamber* 


m^od of claim 35, wherein ihe alarm is coniinued until it is 
las been replenished with liquid based on the humidity of the 


38 (Amended) The^ 
generating an audio and/or vi 


^mjethod of claim 32, and further comprising the step of 
tible a larm when it is determined that the humidity of the 


gas in the chamber drops bekiw a critical relative humidity threshold. 


to 
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39 (Original) The mejhod of claim 32, and further comprising steps of: 
heating the gas within 
sensing the temperamr^ 
controlling electrical pbwer 
of the gas as it exits the chamber 


the cnamber with a heating element; 
of t^ gas as it exits xhe chamber; and 
- to the heating element so as to regulate the temperature 



40. (Original) The mfithod of claim^39, and further comprising the step of 
terminating electrical power 

of the gas in the chamber drojjs below a critical >^lative humidity threshold. 


the heating element when it is determined that the humidity 
itical re 
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4L(Origikal) The 
step of heating are performed 
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method of claim 39, wherein the step of hiimidifying and the 
on ihe gas substantially simultaneously within the chamber. 


42. (Original) Mfte 
and sensing the temperaiUre 
steps of heating and humi 


method of claim 39, wherein the step of sensing the humidity 
performed in the flow path of the gas downstream from the 
in the chamber. 


aie 


fyiag 


43. (Original) The 
positioning the chamber imme 


mi^thod of claim 32, and further comprising the step of 
iately adjacent the patient. 


^ii 


44. (Original) The 
filtering the gas prior to the 

45. (Cancelled) 

46. (CanceUed) 

47. (Cancelled) 

48. (Cancelled) 

49. (Cancelled) 

50. (Cancelled) 

51. (CanceUed) 

52. (CanceUed) 


ra^o^d of claim 32, and funher comprising the step of 
step of^humidifying. 
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